THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Mr. Seward. This despatch had been communicated by Mr.
Seward to Mr. Tassara, the Spanish Minister in Washington,
and transmitted by Mr. Tassara to Don Calderon. Being a
young diplomat, and without much experience in the accidents
of diplomatic life, I was very disagreeably surprised, and
asked myself whether it could be that I had been deliberately
trifled with by the Secretary of State at home. But from some
of my colleagues in Madrid, whom I plied with hypothetical
questions so as not to divulge what I regarded as my own
ridiculous situation, I learned that such things might happen
in the best regulated chancelleries, owing to some mistake or
neglect of some clerk or copyist. In fact, a fortnight later, my
despatch arrived at last, having meanwhile had a quiet rest on
some desk in the State Department at Washington. Happily
the delay did not this time cause any mischief.

The really important affair which demanded our atten-
tion at that period was the joint expedition of naval and mili-
tary forces by Spain, England, and France against the Repub-
lic of Mexico. For many years that republic had been the prey
of revolutionary disturbances, led by the chiefs either of the
Liberal or of the Clerical faction. Commerce and industry lan-
guished within her borders, there being little, if any, security
for life or property. Guerrilla bands infested the highways.
Murder and robbery were of daily occurrence, there being no
vigorous authority for the enforcement of order and justice.
The public finances were in a state of utter confusion. The
government suspended all payment of the public debt for
two years, and that debt was held in greatest part abroad.
Foreigners doing business in Mexico were subjected to ruth-
less extortion and pillage. The official representatives of for-
eign powers had to suffer insulting demonstrations. Foreign

claims had accumulated to enormous magnitude. Those of
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e may learn from them. While their agents carefully conceal from
